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of the Lower Jhclum Canal. In 1903-4 the District had 7,545 masonry wells, worked by cattle with Persian wheels, besides 241 unbricked wells, lever wells, and water-lifts. Fields in the Salt Range are embanked so as to utilize to the utmost the surface drainage of the hills, and embankments are thrown across the hill torrents for the same purpose.
In 1903-4 the District contained 775 square miles of Reserved' and 25 of unclassed forest under the Deputy-Conservator of the Shahpur Forest division, besides 21 square miles of military reserved forest, and 3 square miles of 'reserved' forest and 692 of waste lands under the Deputy-Commissioner. These forests are for the most part tracts of desert thinly covered with scrub, consisting of the van (Salvadora), jand (Prosoffs), leafless caper and other bushes, which form the characteristic vegetation. The Acacia arabica^ shlsham (Dalbergia Sissoo\ and othct common trees of the plains are to be found by the rivers, and planted along roads and canals and by wells; but as a whole the District is very poorly wooded. The forest revenue from the areas under the Forest department in 1903-4 was Rs. 77,000, and from those under the Deputy-Commissioner Rs. 59,000.
Salt is found in large quantities all over the Salt Range, and is excavated at the village of Warcha, the average output exceeding 100,000 maunds a year. Small quantities of lignite have been found in the hills south of Sakesar ; gypsum and mica are common in places, and traces of iron and lead have been found in the Salt Range. Petroleum also has been noticed on the surface of a spring,, Limestone is quarried from the hills in large quantities, and a great deal of lime is burnt. Crude saltpetre is manufactured to a large extent from the earth of deserted village sites, and refined at five licensed distilleries, whence it is exported. The manufacture of impure carbonate of soda from the ashes of Salsola Griffithii is of some importance.
Cotton cloth is woven in all parts, and is exported in large quantities,  while  silk   and  mixtures  of silk  and   cotton are woven  at Khushab,  and  cotton  prints are produced.     Felt
m&s are made at that town and at Bhera'    Bhera also turns out a good deal of cutlery, and various
kinds of serpentine and other stones are used there for the handles of knives, caskets, paper weights, &c. The woodwork of Bhera is above the average, and good lacquered turnery is made at Sahiwal. Gunpowder a~nd fireworks are prepared on a large scale at several places. Soap is also manufactured.
Cotton is exported both raw and manufactured, and there is a large export of wheat and other grains, which will increase with the development of the Jhelum Colony. Other exports are wool, ghi^ hides and